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readiness either to support the main army or, in case
that army should gain the victory, to inflict great
damage on the enemy.

But the camp between Wettin and Petersberge
was ten miles farther away from Leipzig than
even Halle! Bernadotte in reality thus avoided
every possibility of having his troops called into
action. His own explanation, that he chose to
make a shorter march because his troops were so
much in need of rest, will not bear investigation.
The troops had been resting all the previous day,
and the march even to Halle would not have been
an unusually long one.

There is an explanation that is at least plausible,
though one must hesitate to state positively what
went on in so complex and peculiar a mind as Ber-
nadotte's. Hehad received news that troops under
Ney stood between Dessau and Dtiben. The news
was false; but he must have believed it true, and
have feared an attack on his flank. In the habit
of treating all happenings only with reference to
himself he had preferred risking the whole success of
the culminating action of the war to exposing his
precious Swedes to a danger that in reality was only
imaginary. So unnecessary did the change in the
direction of the march and the early halt in Wettin
seem to the military attach6s in his army that
they took the very unusual step of handing in a
formal demand that he " should participate in an
event that must decide the fate of Europe.'*